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• Who is Prem Tinasulanonda?	

21/04/2017	
• What	is	privy	council?		
• What	is	regent	of	Thailand?		

Things	you	know	and	things	you	learned.	
21/04/2017 

• Prem Tinasulanonda → mention during the event ‘Premocracy’ 
o He is a retired military officer who worked as the prime minister during 3 March, 1980 to 4 August, 1988.  
o He was the president of privy council (people who work for the monarch). He served as the regent of Thailand (ผูสํ้าเร็จราชการ
แทน) after the death of King Bhumibol during October 13, 2016 until December 1, 2016. 

o During the Thai political crisis in the mid-2000s, Prem was accused by Thaksin Shinawatra whom denied that Prem had any 
important political role.  

 

• Chuan Leekpai → mention during the event ‘Tom yum kung economic crisis’ 
o Chuan Leekpai was the prime minister of Thailand in two periods which were 20 September, 1992 to 19 May, 1995 and 9 

November, 1997 and 9 February, 2001.  
o He studied at the temple school called Wat Amarintraram for six years. After that, he went to study laws at Thammasat 

University and graduated to work as a lawyer and politician.  
o He was elected in 1992 after Suchinda Kraprayoon failed and was the first prime minister who was able to develop into power 

without using aristocratic or military banking.  
o Belongs to Democrat Party 
o During 1997, Chuan Leekpai had to take over the issue of economic crisis after Chavalit Yongchaiyudh. 

 

	



Question	Section:		Things	you	know	that	you	don’t	know	 Question	Section:		Things	you	didn’t	know	that	you	don’t	know	

18/04/2017 
• What happened during Democracy protest? 
• Who is Thanom Kittikachorn?  

	

	

Things	you	know	and	things	you	learned.	
18/04/2017 

• 1973 → Democracy protest 
o Also known as ‘14 October’  
o From the previous event during 1971-1972 Students are not happy due to government corruption, economic justice, and 

American military preserve.  
o Students go against decree No. 299 that was made to give government supreme power. Hundreds of students then gather at 

Thammasat University and oppose this law and marched to Chulalongkorn University. The media and Lawyer’s Association of 
Thailand supported them. Thousands of students sat overnight at the Ministry of Justice and the government had to recall the 
decree.  

o NSCT held an uprising and accused the universities administrations for corruption and demand that they resign. This led to six 
universities closing for the whole day. Thanom accused third party that they made the students protest. Leading to the late King 
Phumiphon having to help the students by telling the government to stop using violent and provided tents and foods for students.  

o (On October 6) the police arrested Thirayuth for having a political gathering of more than 5 people. Besides this, 12 students 
were arrested due to the fact that they were claimed as people that wanted to create communists.  

o (On October 9) A huge amount of students demanded the police to release those 12 arrested students. However, the police only 
agreed to release on bail, but they demand unconditional release. They marched to the Democracy Monument and from the 
thoughts of releasing prisoners rises to the attempt of resignation of Thanom.  

o Police exploded tear gas bombs in front of the royal palace. 66 Students were killed and 876 were injured. Police brought in 
armies troops and started shooting machine guns from tanks and helicopters.  

o The king announced for a stop in violence and that Thanom has resigned. However, people are not happy. It ended when 
Thanom’s family left Thailand.  
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21/04/2017 
• What is the importance of elephant, sala thai, and emblem of 

Thailand? 	

21/04/2017	
• What	is	a	decree?		
• What	is	ministry	of	interior?		
• What	is	loincoin?		
• What	is	torso?	
• What	is	demonic?	

Things	you	know	and	things	you	learned.	
21/04/2017 
 
Thai Elephant (Elephas maximus)  
 

• They acted as vehicles for wars in Thailand during the nineteenth century. They are used for transportation and heavy work.  
• White elephants are stated to be precious and they represent royal and official emblems.  
• During 1921, King Vajiravudh (Rama VI) had passed a decree, making a law which protects wild elephant called The Wild Elephant 

Protection Act. This decree states that elephants are property of the government and ministry of interior (which acts as representative 
of the king). In addition, people would have to present white elephant to the king.  

• Decree	is	มาตรา 

Sala Thai 

• The other name of sala thai is known as Thai-style pavilion. It shows the beauty of Thailand which is different from other countries.   

Emblem of Thailand (Phaya Krut/ Garuda) 
 

• Garuda is half human and half bird from the myth called Himmapan forest. Furthermore, they are a figure that was brought up from Hinduism and 
Buddhism. This symbol is used to represent royal family and authority and is referred to “krut pha” in Thai. In addition, it has human body and arms, 
a fierce or evil looking face, and bird’s wings, legs, and tails. It is dressed up with gold accessories which are a crown, bracelets, armbands, a 
necklace, and a loincloth.    

Loincloth	is	a	single	piece	of	cloth	wrapped	around	hip.		
Torso	is	the	trunk	of	human	body.		
Demonic	means	evil,	demon,	or	fierce. 



	


